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see perfectly, just as I said was the case in the
matter of the Good."

"But," objected Parry, "what proof is there that
there is any standard at all in such matters ? "

"There is no proof," I replied, "except the per-
ception itself; and that is sufficient proof to those
who have it And to some slight extent, no doubt,
all men have it; only many do not care to develop
it; and so, feeling in themselves that they have no
standard of judgment in art, they suppose that all
others are like themselves ; and that there really
is no standard and no knowledge possible in such
matters. And it is the same with Good; if a
man will not choose to cultivate his inner sense,
and to train it to clear and ever clearer perception,
he will either never believe that there Is any know-
ledge of Good, or any meaning at all in the
word ; or else, since all men feel the need of an
end for action, he will have recourse to a fixed
dogma, taken up by accident and clung to with
obstinate desperation, without any root in his true
inner nature; and to him all discussion about
Good will seem to be mere folly, since he will
believe either that he possesses it already or that
it cannot be possessed at all. Or if he ask after
the method of discovering it, he will be unable to
understand it, because he does not choose to de-
velop the necessary experience; and so he will go
through life for ever unconvinced, arguing often
and angrily, but always with no result, while all
the time the knowledge he denies is lying hidden
within him, if only he had the patience and faith
to seek it there. But without that, there is no